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v Clinical judgment is the foundation of nursing 
practice

v Simulations support student reflection of the 
clinical decision-making process and 
understanding of application of clinical 
judgment

v The NCSBN Clinical Judgment Measurement 
Model offers a standardized tool to evaluate 
clinical judgment of nursing students (NCSBN, 
n.d.) 

Background

Aim
To examine the clinical judgment of senior BSN 

students during a simulated patient 
deterioration event

Sample & Methods Themes
CLINICAL JUDGMENT

v Cue integration
v Anticipation of cues to inform nursing 

action
Ø Scaffolded knowledge

v Prioritization
v Intuitive nursing process
v Uncertainty

SIMULATION
External factors that influence clinical 
judgment in simulation
v Incongruent clinical realism

Ø Experienced nurse resource
vTime pressure

Discussion & Recommendations  

vEvidence of 6 steps of the NCSBN clinical judgment model 
easily identified with debriefing

vPrior related clinical experiences influence level of Uncertainty 
with nursing actions for the simulated patient

vUnconscious use of nursing process actions occur based on 
prior nurse learning & clinical experience

vRecommendations for Simulations: 
Ø Include students at different levels of the program in shared 

simulation
Ø Improve clinical realism of simulations
Ø Analyze factors contributing to Time Pressure experience

v IRB approval received September 2022
v Sample of 10 RMC senior BSN students, 

randomized into simulation pairs
v Paired simulation experience with 

standardized Laerdal scenario, Kenneth 
Bronson – Complex Case: Adverse Reaction to 
Antibiotic – Anaphylactic Reaction 

v Recorded, structured debriefing of simulation 
student pairs using the NCSBN Clinical 
Judgment Measurement Model (NCSBN, n.d.) 

v Transcription of debriefings with qualitative 
analysis of simulation and clinical judgment 
themes, validated independently by co-
investigators
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